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Govt. order on BSNL use not enough: unions

Central government directive to departments, ministries, PSUs does not include mobile connections

S.R. PRAVEEN
%UVANANTHAPURAM
The Central government’s
recent order mandating all
departments, ministries and
public sector units to use the
telecom services of the Bha-
rat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) and Mahanagar Tele-
phone Nigam Limited
(MTNL) may not bring much
change in the fortunes of the
State-run telecom compa-
nies, as it does not cover mo-
bile connections.

Some departments and
public sector units (PSUs)
have contracted private

companies for the mobile -

connections for their official

nections

use, For instance, last year,
Reliance Jio bagged the con-
tract for the Closed User
Group (CUG) mobile connec-
tion network for Indian Rail-
ways.

- The Railway CUG network
has 3.78 lakh users, in addi-
tion to 7,200 extra connec-

tions for bulk SMS purposes. :

Staff demand
Though the BSNL Em-
ployees’ Union (BSNLEU)
has welcomed the govern-
ment’s move, it has demand-
ed that this be extended to
mobile connections too.
“Exempt
‘om this order is

g mobile con-

certainly to help private
players like Reliance Jio.
Most of the ministries and
departments already use
BSNL landlines. So, the in-
crease in connections from
this latest order might not be
considerable. But, we stand
to gain much from mandat-
ing mobile connections from
the BSNL in these depart-
ments, which has not been
done,” said C. Santhosh Ku-
mar, State secretary of the
BSNLEU.

Many see the latest move
as a ploy on the govern-
ment’s partito cool the tem-

implement its 4G services.

Almost all major trade un-
ions as well as associations of
the BSNL were on the protest
path after the government
cancelled the company’s 4G
tender in June.

A proposal to upgrade
close to 50,000 2G and 3G
towers to 4G was also shot
down.

The 4G tender was issued
in March after much delay.
However, a group called Te-
lecom Equipment and Ser-
vices Export Promotion
Council (TEPC) objected to

. the tender saying it is not fa-

pers at the continued denial -
of | pemnssxon to ﬂ‘fe BSNL'to' ' ni

‘vourable to Indian compa-

nies and goes against ‘Make

in India’ norms.
The tender was later can-
celled in 4G.

No fresh tender

No fresh tender has been is-
sued, as the condition to
choose an Indian company is
a hurdle.

The employees say there
are hardly any Indian com-
panies capable of meeting
the BSNL's specifications.

They also point to the fact
that all private companies
depend on foreign manufac-
turers, and none of them had
to face any such conditions
from the Central govern-
ment.



